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One of the charges of IOW on professional issues is to pronote the standard of
practice and professional status of nedical physicists. It is a genera

consensus in the nedical physics comunity that professional certification is
one of the nost inportant measures in pronoting and ensuring standard of
practice of medical physicists. Professional accreditation of nedical physicists
has been or is being inmplenented in nost devel oped countries. There is an

i ncreasi ng denand from nedi cal physicists for inplenmenting the certification
process to all nedical physicists practicing in medical institutions on a gl oba
basi s. However, successful global inplenentation of the process requires the
sati sfactory resolving a nunber of issues. Sone of the key issues required to be
addressed include (a) a universally accepted definition on nedical physicists
and their role and responsibilities and the basic requirenents for their
education and training, (b) a universally accepted certification or
accreditation systemthat can be inplenented in every nenber country, (c)
quality control on the professional standard adopted by the individua
certification systenms, and (d) the practical problens in inplenenting the
system particularly in |ow and m ddl e i nconme countries where the nunber of

medi cal physicists and their trainers is small. On item (a), 1OV has defined in
her first policy statement the role and responsibilities of medical physicists.
IOW is in the process of drafting policy statenent No.2, which ains to provide
gui dance to nenber organizations on the basic requirements for education and
training of the different classifications of nedical physicists. |OW has
established a task group on professional certification under the Professiona

Rel ations Committee to |l ook at the issues related to items (b) to (d). These are
conpl ex and chal | engi ng i ssues which can only be worked out together with

nati onal and regi onal nenber organi zations, expert groups and internationa
organi zations. Primarily through the task group on certification, 1OV wll

col l aborate with these organizations and expert groups to explore all possible
options for successful global inplementation of the professional certification
process. Sone of these options are discussed in this presentation



